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Animal Law in a Time of Crisis. 
 
 

1. Name, contact, and biographical information 
 

Name: Alice Di Concetto 
 

Contact: 

Email: alicediconcetto@sciencespo.fr 

Phone: 0033 2 492 97 83 33 (Belgium) 

 

 

Mailing Address: 

Rue du Berger 43 
Ixelles, Brussels 
Belgium

 
Biographical information: 

 Alice Di Concetto is a farm animal law and policy specialist at a Brussels-based 
federation of 60+ European animal protection organizations. With her policy and lobbying 
work, Di Concetto also teaches a course in farm animal law at the Sorbonne Law School in Paris. 
Hers was the first animal law course to be offered in any of France’s top-ten law schools. Di 
Concetto additionally co-founded and has co-supervised France’s  first animal law clinical project 
which was carried out  at Sciences Po Law School in Paris. 

         Prior to her current appointments, Di Concetto was a fellow in the Animal Law & Policy 
Program at Harvard Law School, where she conducted research on the effects of US agricultural 
policies on farm animal welfare. As a fellow, she also devoted research to animals in comparative 
constitutional law. 

         Di Concetto holds a dual Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and Latin American 
studies, and a Master’s degree in Economic Law, both from Sciences Po Paris. After graduating 
from Sciences Po in 2015, she earned an LL.M in Animal Law at Lewis & Clark Law School in 
Portland, Oregon, a degree for which she was awarded several grants, including a Fulbright 
scholarship. Di Concetto passed the Paris bar exam in 2016. 

         As a student, Di Concetto has had the opportunity to study in Brazil (Universidade de 
Brasília) and the United States (New York University Law School, Lewis & Clark Law School), in 
addition to her native France. 
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2. Proposed Presentation 

 
Farm Animal Protection in the Post-Covid European Union: Regulation, at Last? 

 
 Since 2017, the Trump administration has accelerated the rate at which it is deregulating 
the U.S.’s few existing animal protection provisions. In contrast, the European Commission – 
the executive branch of the European Union – has shown promising signs towards the 
improvement of protections for farm animals since the anouncement of the E.U. Green Deal’s 
measures for food and agriculture at the height of the Covid–19 outbreak.  
 In the spring of 2020, as part of the package of the Green Deal’s measures for food and 
agriculture, the European Commission announced measures towards promoting the intake of 
plant-based foods, and reducing support to unsustainable products, such as red meat. This 
reform in food policy aims at reaching climate neutrality on the European continent. The 
Commission further announced the revision of “the animal welfare legislation […] to align it 
with the latest scientific evidence, broaden its scope, make it easier to enforce and ultimately 
ensure a higher level of animal welfare.”  
 The fact that the Commission views the revision of E.U. farm animal welfare legislation 
as a way to both reach climate neutrality and mitigate the risk of animal-sourced pandemic in 
post–Covid era paves the way to systemic change in the regulation of the treatment of farmed 
animals. Even though animal sentience is still not the ratio legis of the upcoming reform, the 
positive change it could generate for farmed animals will likely bring E.U. law significantly closer 
to fulfilling its constitutional mandate to “pay full regard to the welfare requirements of animals 
[in formulating and implementing the Union's agriculture, fisheries, transport policies].” 
 After demystifying the regulatory shortcomings contained in E.U. farm animal welfare 
legislation, and making parallels with U.S. legislation, my presentation will further outline the 
ways in which the upcoming revision of animal welfare legislation could result in the birth of 
legal protection for farm animals in Europe. 
 
 
Format: 15–20 minute-presentation with frequent interactions with the public, followed by a 5–
10 minute Q&A session. 
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