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Short biography (less than 150 words) 
 
Alice Di Concetto is a lecturer in animal law at the Sorbonne Law School. She 
additionally founded the European Institute for Animal Law & Policy, where 
she serves as a European animal law specialist to major EU-based animal 
protection nonprofits and public administrations. 
 
Over the past two years, working in public affairs, Alice has achieved the 
inclusion of additional provisions in favor of farm animal welfare in the EU 
Green Deal. 
 
Prior to her arrival in Brussels, Alice completed a two-year appointment as a 
fellow in the Animal Law & Policy Program at Harvard Law School. 
  
Her publication record includes several law review articles in legal journals, 
including the French Review of Animal Law . 
 
Alice earned a master’s degree in Animal Law (LL.M, 2016) from Lewis & 
Clark Law School (Portland, OR), for which she obtained a Fulbright grant. 
She graduated from Sciences Po Law School in Paris. 
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Abstract (200-word limit) 
 

Animals and the E.U. Green Deal: 
Rethinking our Relationship to Sentient Beings in European Law 

 
 Against the backdrop of the Covid-19 last spring, the European 
Commission – the EU’s executive branch – announced the EU Green Deal to 
achieve climate neutrality on the continent by 2050. 
 Attempting to transcend the conflicting priorities of animal law and 
environmental law, the Green Deal includes a series of legislative reforms in 
favor of animals. Notably, the Commission announced a reform of all EU farm 
animal welfare legislation and of some wildlife laws. EU authorities further 
acknowledged the need to shift to more plant-based diets to mitigate emissions 
from agriculture and improve public health. 
 The fact that the European Commission has included reforms that 
concern animals could pave the way to systemic change in the legal treatment 
of animals in Europe. And though animal sentience is still not the ratio legis of 
these upcoming reforms, the positive change signaled in the Green Deal could 
bring EU law significantly closer to fulfilling its constitutional mandate to “pay 
full regard to the welfare requirements of animals.” 
 After demystifying the large and complex EU Green Deal, my 
presentation will outline legislative recommendations to adequately account for 
the interests of animals – with hopes of avoiding the ever-present gulf between 
promising rhetoric and implementation. 
 
 
	
	


